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16. Acronyms and 
Abbreviations 

 

Below is a list of some of the acronyms and abbreviations commonly used throughout AYSO.  

AAP  Area Assessment Program 

ACA  Area Coach Administrator 

AD  Area Director 

ADRA  Area Director of Referee Assessment 

ADRI  Area Director of Referee Instruction 

ARA  Area Referee Administrator 

AST  Area Staff Training 

BASIC  Board and Staff Introductory Certification 

Big 3  AYSO, NISOA and NSCAA 

BOD  Board of Directors (of a Region) 

CVPA  Child and Volunteer Protection Advocate 

EPIC  Everyone Plays In our Communities 

FIFA Federation Internationale de Football Association (the international governing body of soccer) 

iFAB International Football Association Board 

NAASA  National AYSO Adult Soccer Association 

NAGM  National Annual General Meeting 

NAP  National Accounting Program 

NBOD  National Board of Directors 

NCAC  National Coaching Advisory Commission 

NCACE  National Council for Accreditation of Coaching Education 

NDOT  National Director of Tournaments 

NISOA  National Intercollegiate Soccer Officials Association 

NMAC  National Management Advisory Commission 
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NRA  National Referee Administrator 

NRAC  National Referee Advisory Commission 

NRP  National Referee Program 

NSCAA  National Soccer Coaches Association of America 

NSHOF  National Soccer Hall of Fame 

NTAC  National Tournament Advisory Commission 

PA  Program Administrator 

RAP  Regional Assessment Program 

RC  Regional Commissioner 

RCA  Regional Coach Administrator 

RDRA  Regional Director of Referee Assessment 

RDRI  Regional Director of Referee Instruction 

RRA  Regional Referee Administrator 

RRC  Regional Referee Course 

SCA  Section Coach Administrator 

SD  Section Director 

SDRA  Section Director of Referee Assessment 

SDRI  Section Director of Referee Instruction 

SMA   Section Management Administrator 

SRA  Section Referee Administrator 

STA  Section Tournament Administrator 

USASA  United States Adult Soccer Association 

USSF  United States Soccer Federation  

USYSA  United States Youth Soccer Association 
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17. Index 
 

A/B Program defined, 14:2 
Acronyms and Abbreviations, 16:1 
age divisions, 2:8 
All Stars, 3:5, 14:2 
area 

area assessment program, 6:7 
Area 

definition of, 6:4 
supply contracts, 3:25 
Area Director, 6:3 

duties and responsibilities, 6:3 
fee assessments, 3:24 
supply contracts, 3:25 

Area Directors, 1:18 
AYSO 

Bylaws, 1:1, 6:3 
history, 6:1 
Incident reporting, 2:10 
Licensing, 3:1 
memberships & affiliations, 6:2 
mission statement, 6:1 
National Rules & Regulations, 2:1 
objectives, 6:2 
organization, 6:3 
philosophies, 6:1 
religious activities, 3:9 
services and benefits, 6:5 
single corporation, 6:3, 8:1 
structure, 6:4 
tax exempt status, 6:3 
Use of Trademarks, 3:1 
vision statement, 6:1 
volunteers, 6:2 

AYSO Criminal Background Check Policy, 9:9 
Table of Convictions, 9:11 

AYSO EXTRA Rules & Regulations, 2:11 
AYSO Invitational, 14:2 
AYSO Safe HavenTM, 9:1 
AYSO Soccer Camps, 6:8 
AYSO Store, 6:8 
AYSO Supply Center, 6:8, 8:4 
Balanced Teams, 4:2, 5:2, 6:1, 6:2 
ball size, 2:4 
bank accounts, 3:22 

required signatories, 8:2 
braces 

knee, 3:8 

budget 
due date, 8:3 

Bylaws, 1:1 
amendments, 1:19, 1:22 
annual meeting, 1:6 
directors, 1:8 
members, 1:4 
National Budget, 1:21 
proxies, 1:6 
Regions, 1:2 
Rules and Regulations, 1:19 

certificates of insurance, 8:2 
change implementation, 3:30 
Charter Region 

qualifications, 3:21 
child abuse and neglect reporting 

mandated reporters, 9:14 
state contacts, 9:14 

coach versus referee goodwill games. See Excluded 
Activities 

coaching 
area coach administrator, 10:1 
coach training matrix, 10:5 
holding a coaching course, 10:2 
Instructor Training Matrix, 13:5 
materials, 10:1 
section coach administrator, 10:1 
structure, 10:1 
training requirement, 2:3, 10:3 

Coaching 
AYSO Extra, 2:12 

coed programs, 8:8 
communications, 6:6 

public relations, 6:7 
community relations, 8:68 
compliance, 3:27 
CONCACAF, 7:1 
Concussions, 3:12 
conflict of interest policy, 3:26, 8:7 
contracts, 3:21 
credit/debit cards, 8:2 
Cultural Exchange, 14:3 
cultural exchange programs, 3:22, 8:8 
designated purchasers, 8:4 
Directors, 6:2 

conferring charter Region status, 3:21 
dispute resolution. See Due Process 
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Due Process, 8:8 
appeal, 8:16 
between regions, areas or sections, 3:28 
executive member suspension/removal, 8:9 
obligation to inform, 3:28, 8:9, 8:11 
other member suspension/removal, 8:10 
written notice of, 8:12 

Duties and responsibilities 
Area Director, 6:3 
coaches, referees and officials, 2:3 
Organization, 1:1 
Region, 1:2 
Regional Commissioner, 4:5 
Section Director, 6:3 

eAYSO, 6:6 
education programs 

referee certification requirements, 11:6 
Safe Haven training matrix, 9:5 

educational programs 
area director training, 12:1 
coach training matrix, 10:5 
management training, 12:1 
management training matrix, 12:2 
referee training matrix, 11:3–11:5 
Safe Haven, 9:1 
section conferences, 13:3 

equipment and uniforms, 8:54, 8:57 
goal safety, 3:8 

events 
National Annual General Meeting, 6:6 
National Games, 6:7 
section conferences, 6:6 
tournaments, 6:7 

Everyone Plays, 3:4, 4:2, 5:2, 6:1, 6:2 
Excluded Activities, 3:13 
executive member 

defined, 6:3, 8:1 
executive member directory (EMD), 4:4, 6:4 
Executive Member Suspension, 1:5 
Executive Members 

Member Directory, 3:2 
Extra Concurrent, 14:3 
Extra Side-By-Side, 14:3 
field permits, 8:2 
fields 

markings, 2:4 
Fields 

markings, 8:46 
FIFA, 7:1 
FIFA Laws of the Game, 7:2 
Financial Matters 

Statements, 3:20 
financial statements, publishing of, 3:20 
Fireworks, 3:13 
Friendship Games, 14:3 
games 

FIFA Laws of the Game, 2:1, 2:3 
playing time, 2:2 
post-season playoff ladders, 8:41 
scheduling, 8:26 
substitutions, 2:2 

Gaming Circuit Guidelines, 2:11 
gifts, 3:27 
Girl Scouts 

Girl Sports, 13:4 
regions in Girl Scout councils, 13:4 
soccer badge, 13:4 

girls programs 
first, 6:2 

goal safety, 3:8 
Good Sportsmanship, 4:2, 5:2, 6:1 
Guest Players, 14:3 
HEADING THE BALL, 2:5 
Incident reporting, 2:10 
Inflatable amusement devices, 3:13 
injuries 

participation release form, 8:2 
instructor program, 13:5 
insurance, 6:5 
International Teams, 14:6 
Job Descriptions 

Section Director, 15:2 
knee braces, 3:8 
Laws of the Game, 7:2 
lawsuits, 3:21 

reallocation of fees, 3:21 
leases, 8:2 
legal 

avoiding lawsuits, 8:2 
claims, 8:1 
conflict of interest, 8:7 
lawsuits, 8:1 
leases and contracts, 8:2 
medical release, 8:2 
obligations of officials, 8:1 
permission to play, 8:2 
problem participants, 8:8 
procedures, 8:1 
protection of officials, 8:1 
Soccer Accident Insurance, 8:1 
status of regions, 8:1 
trademark, 8:1 

legal support, 3:21 
liability insurance, 6:5 
management 

training matrix, 12:2–12:4 
Management 

Instructor Training Matrix, 13:5 
media relations, 8:69 
medical release, 8:2 
Meetings 

NAGM, 6:6 
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quorum, 8:5 
regional annual meeting, 8:5 
special meetings, 8:5 

Members 
Executive Members, 1:4 
Honorary Members, 1:4 
Participating Members, 1:4 
Region membership, 4:4 
Termination of Membership, 1:5 
Voting, 1:5 

Membership Lists 
Prohibited Uses, 1:21 
Use of Names, Addresses, 3:2 

minutes 
regional meetings, 8:5 

mission statement, 6:1 
monitored substitutions for U16/U19, 13:1 
NAGM 

defined, 6:6 
National Accounting Program (NAP), 8:2 
National Coaching Program 

National Coach, 10:1 
purpose, 10:1 

National Games, 6:7, 13:3 
National Policy Statements 

resignation of regional commissioner, 3:23 
disputes, 3:28 
change implementation, 3:30 
charter status, 3:21 
concussions, 3:12 
conflict of interest policy, 3:26 
disputes, 3:28 
cultural exhange programs, 3:22 
disputes involving more than one region, area 

or section, 3:28 
everyone plays required in non-AYSO games, 3:4 
goal safety, 3:8 
improper or illegal conduct, 3:27 
interim appointment of Regional Commissioner, 

3:23 
knee braces, 3:8 
land ownership, 3:23 
legal support from NSTC, 3:21 
regional officials, 3:20 
player conflicts between AYSO and other 

activities, 3:5 
player fees assessed by area director, 3:24 
political activities, 3:24 
publishing regional financial statements, 3:20 
reallocation of legal fees, 3:21 
refunds of player fees, 3:22 
religious activities, 3:9 
standard regional guidelines, 3:27 
summer camp programs, 3:4 
supply contracts by Area and Section Directors, 

3:25 

Thunderstorms and Lightning, 3:11 
volunteer harassment, 3:9 
Youth Volunteers, 3:12 

National Referee Program 
National Referee Administrator, 11:1 
overview, 11:1 

National Special Programs 
National Special Programs Administrator, 14:1 

national sponsors, 6:7 
National Support & Training Center, 6:2 

contact information, 6:5 
marketing, 6:7 
member services, 6:7 
programs, 6:6 
volunteer services, 6:6 

Nomination of Directors, 1:10 
non-AYSO teams in AYSO activities, 8:8 
non-profit corporation status, 6:3 
official suppliers 

AYSO Soccer Camps, 6:8 
The AYSO Store, 6:8 
the AYSO Supply Center, 6:8 

officials 
conflicts of interest, 8:7 
definition of, 8:1 
improper or illegal conduct, 8:7 
responsibilities and rights, 8:7 

Open Registration, 4:2, 5:2, 6:1 
Optimists 

AYSO is endorsed program, 13:5 
region benefits, 13:5 

parent versus player scrimmages. See Excluded 
Activities 

participation release form, 8:2 
Philosophies, 1:1, 6:1 
Player Commitment 

AYSO Extra, 2:16 
Player Development, 4:2, 5:3, 6:1 
Player Registration Fees 

Region Requirement, 1:21 
Player Selection Procedure 

AYSO Extra, 2:16 
Player Transfers, 2:9 
Players 

Eligibility for Tournaments and Secondary Play, 
14:5 

Outside Players, 14:3 
playing for more than one team, 14:5 
sample evaluation forms, 8:22 

political activity, 3:24 
position descriptions, 15:1 

Area Director, 15:8 
Assistant Regional Commissioner, 15:24 
Child and Volunteer Protection Advocate, 15:16 
Regional Auditor, 15:28 
Regional Coach Administrator, 15:12 
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Regional Commissioner, 15:10 
Regional Referee Administrator, 15:14 
Regional Registrar, 15:18 
Regional Safety Director, 15:20 
Regional Secretary, 15:26 
Regional Treasurer, 15:22 
Section Director, 15:2 

Positive Coaching, 4:2, 5:2, 6:1 
program participants 

suspension and removal, 8:10 
Programs Department, 6:6 
publications 

ABCs of AYSO, 6:7 
Hey Coach, 6:7 
parent orientation DVD, 6:7 
PLAYSOCCER, 6:7 
The Commish, 6:7 
Whistle Stop, 6:7 

publicity, 8:69 
quorum, 8:5 
referee 

cross-certification with USSF, 11:1 
Instructor Training Matrix, 13:5 
NSTC referee coordinator, 11:2 
observation and assessment, 11:2 
Safe Haven certification, 11:1 
training matrix, 11:3–11:5 

annual meetings, 8:5 
Region 

annual meeting, 8:5 
assessment program, 6:7 
board vacancies, 4:8 
Charter Status, 1:3 
conflict of interest policy, 8:7 
contracts, 3:21 
definition, 6:4 
definition of, 6:3 
designated purchasers, 8:4 
directories, 8:4 
executive session, 8:5 
financial matters, 8:2 
financial statements, 8:4 
financing of tournaments/secondary play, 14:1 
gifts, 3:27 
immediate family members, 3:20 
leases, 8:2 
legal support, 3:21 
liability insurance coverage, 6:5 
minutes of meetings, 8:5 
nominating commission, 4:7 
ownership of assets, 8:1 
part of one legal entity, 8:1 
Pilot Program, 1:3 
quorum for meeting, 8:5 
Regional Commissioner, 6:3 
religious activities, 3:9 

signatories on bank accounts, 8:2 
special meeting, 8:5 
suppliers, 1:22 
treasurer, 8:4 

Regional Commissioner 
accountability upon resignation, 3:23 
conflict of interest, 3:20, 8:7 
duties and responsibilities, 4:5, 6:3 
interim appointment of, 3:23 
limitations on immediate family members, 3:20 
nominating procedure, 4:7 
replacement of, 4:7 
Training, 12:1 

Regional Commissioners, 1:18 
Regional Treasurer 

limitations on immediate family members, 3:20 
registration 

no requirement to volunteer, 4:8 
SSN required, 9:1 
summer camp programs, 3:4 

religious activities, 3:9 
Requirement to Register, 1:2 
Safe Haven 

accreditation, 10:2 
child and volunteer protection, 6:2, 9:6 
child protection, 9:2 
criminal background checking policy, 9:1 
electronic communications, 9:13 
prevention cycle, 9:1 
SSN required for volunteers, 9:1 
use of social media, 9:13 
volunteer protection, 9:2 
volunteer requirements, 9:1 

Secondary Programs, 14:4 
Section 

definition of, 6:4 
Section conferences 

defined, 6:6 
educational conferences, 13:3 
exhibitor show, 13:3 
workshops, 13:3 

Section Director 
duties and responsibilities, 6:3 
supply contracts, 3:25 

Section Directors, 1:17 
Section Tournament, 14:4 
Select Programs/Players, 14:4 
services 

accounting, 6:6 
data processing, 6:6 
registration, 6:6 

Short-Sided Games. See Small-Sided 
signatories on bank accounts, 8:2 
Small-Sided Games, 2:5 
Soccer Accident Insurance (SAI), 6:5, 8:1 
Soccerfest, 14:4 
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Special Directors, 1:17 
SSN required for volunteering, 9:1 
Standard Primary Program, 14:4 
Standard Regional Guidelines 

board vancancies, 4:8 
meetings, 8:5 
misson statement, 4:2, 5:2 
no compensation for board, 4:8 
nominating commission, 4:7 
powers of Regional Commissioner and board, 

4:5 
quorum for board meetings, 8:5 
registration fee, 4:9 

Structure of AYSO, 6:2, 6:3 
substitution 

monitored substitution for U16/U19, 13:1 
substitutions, 2:2 
suspension and removal 

executive members, 8:9 
guidelines, 8:9 
program participants, 8:10 
right of appeal, 8:16 
sample letters, 8:12 

tax exempt status, 6:3 
teams, 2:6 

designations, 2:6 
Teams 

formation and balancing, 8:18 
player evaluations, 8:19 

Team-Up 
economically challenged communities, 13:4 
funds and sponsor products, 13:4 
materials, 13:4 
sister regions, 13:4 

termination of executive member 
due process procedure, 8:9 

Tournament Talk, 6:7 
Tournaments and Secondary Plary 

Tournaments defined, 14:4 
U-8 Player Involvement, 14:4 

Tournaments and Secondary Play, 14:1 
A/B Programs, 14:2 
All-Star Programs, 14:2 
Area Tournament, 14:2 
Authorization, 14:2, 14:6 
AYSO Invitational, 14:2 

AYSO Open Invitational, 14:2 
cancelled tournaments, 14:5 
Cultural Exchange, 14:3 
Factors to Consider, 14:5 
Friendship Games, 14:3 
Guest Players, 14:3 
International Teams, 14:6 
National Policies, 3:6 
open to non-AYSO teams, 7:2 
Outside Players, 14:3 
participation, 3:3 
Player Eligibility, 14:5 
playing for more than one team, 14:5 
Primary Program, 14:4 
referee plan, 3:6 
Secondary Programs, 14:4 
Select, 14:4 
self-sustaining, 14:1 
Soccerfest, 14:4 
Tournament Format, 14:5 
VIP, 14:5 

Tournaments And Secondary Play 
All Stars, 14:2 
International Teams, 14:3 
Non-AYSO Tournament, 14:3 
Section Tournament, 14:4 
tournament application, 14:4 

treasurer 
region, 8:4 

U-8 Players in tournaments/secondary play, 14:4 
uniform 

requirements, 2:9 
United States Soccer Federation, 7:1 
US Soccer mandates. See Heading The Ball 
USSF, 7:1 

AYSO as member of, 7:1 
VIP 

history of, 6:2 
Tournaments, 14:5 
Training Matrix, 13:10 

vision statement, 6:1 
volunteer recruitment, 8:64 
Volunteer Services Department, 6:6 
volunteers, playing in a game of soccer. See 

Excluded Activities 
Youth Volunteer s, 3:12 
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